Case xxx: 
Missile shot in northern Norway?

Time:    July 8, about 23.35 in the night
Place:   Norway, near border to the Soviet Union

A SECRET report, written by colonel Curt Kempff, chief of the foreign affairs department of Section II of the Defence Staff, on August 26, 1946, stated:

"The head of National Criminal Techical Institute, director Söderman, brought me, today, in contact with an ex-Norwegian officer X, who had, before, been on the frontier guard in the Kirkenes area. This summer X had been, as a tourist (angler), in the neighbourhood bordering on Russia. X stated the following:

"On the night between July 8 and 9 he had been angling for salmon in the Grena Jakobselv [?] river (on the map Vuoremijoki) where the Korpvandelven river (the water from lake Korpvandet) flows meets
into the aforementioned river. This river is here widened into Langvand. On the other (eastern) side of Langvand is Russian area, dominated by the mountaineous area Kivitunturi. This consists of two parallel bare ridges, the eastern one of which is more steep and higher.

"At 23.35 hours X heard two loud explosions, which had the likeness of blasting-discharges. Immediately thereafter a hissing, but very strong, sound was heard (almost like from a welding unit, but louder). Above the most distant part of Kivintunturi shot out a narrow, longish cloud of "mist and warmth" from which came an object, looking like a missile. The asumed projectile's track formed a 30-40 degree angle to the horizon. The shooting direction was southwesterly. Distance to the phenomenon was estimated to be 5-8 kilometres. Visibility was good and the sun was up.

"A fellow angler, ex-officer of the Norwegian border guard, who was a few hundred meters from X, made the same observations.

"On inquiry...X stated that he judged the missile's length to be 10-15 m. This estimate he thought was very uncertain. 

"On July 9, X left the border area where the sighting was made. He returned there on July 12 for three days of angling. No sightings similar to the July 8 were made during this period. From inhabitants in the border area X learned that explosions were often heard from the Russian shore of the border river. The general opinion was that they derived from the extensive blasting works performed by the Russians in the border area. Stockholm, August 26, 1946, C.Kempff, colonel."

Note: Summer nights are the nights of the midnight sun in northern Scandinavia. Colonel Kempff's informant, director Harry Söderman, has been revealed as an associate to OSS (CIA's forerunner) during the final years of WWII (1943-45), when the Swedish military and intelligence started a long-term close cooperation with American and British counterparts (ref: Paul M.Cole: "Kungen skulle godkänna", Dagens Nyheter, Oct 13, 1991). 

This intelligence report was sent to colonel Jacobsson, head of the "Space projectile committee". The committee found no coincidence in time between this sighting and other ghost rocket sightings in Sweden.

Status: Russian weapons test?
Source: Secret report, August 26, 1946. [Defence Staff files]. ScanCat 891.


